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by Rebecca Douglas • Photos by Jeff Newton

Jim Hagedorn’s passion 
runs strong—for business, 
philanthropy and fl ying

A
s chairman and CEO of ScottsMiracle-Gro, 
  Jim Hagedorn (’79, DB) has all the markings of 
   a successful corporate executive: $2.7 billion 
     in annual revenues, decidedly dominant mar-
       ket share and plenty of buzz on Wall Street. 

Underneath the power suits, however, lies a heart with jet 
fuel pulsing through it. 

Hagedorn is a true-blue fl yboy. 
The same intensely competitive spirit that drives him 

in business makes him thrive on sticking a landing after 
coming in high to avoid a tree line. “Being an aviator is a 
big part of who I am,” he explains. “It’s the only thing I do 
that’s just for me.” 

Not everyone, however, shares his fancy for fl ight—
including the Scotts Miracle-Gro board of directors. The 
very day after Hagedorn was named CEO, he was asked 
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